Early cardiorespiratory patterns in patients with major burns and pulmonary insufficiency.
We examined the case records of 50 consecutive patients with major cutaneous burns who required early mechanical ventilation. In 22 patients full haemodynamic and respiratory data were available within 24 h of their injury. Unexpectedly the haemodynamic and oxygen transport patterns of survivors and non-survivors were essentially similar although pulmonary artery occlusion pressure measurements and estimations of net fluid input suggest that non-survivors were relatively underresuscitated compared with survivors. Both groups showed inadequate oxygen utilization in the early stages of their injury despite normal (or above normal) levels of oxygen delivery. Invasive monitoring could possibly help this subgroup of burns patients.